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Phthirapteran eggs are quite polymorphic and exhibit certain distinctive features inform of
markings/sculpturing/ornamenation on various parts of eggshell (on or within chorionic shell).
Many species exhibit presence of variously shaped processes/filaments on the main egg shell /
opercular disc. On the other hand, adults of certain species lack well marked integeneric
differences and pose difficulties during taxonomic differentiation. Present studies were
undertaken to find out whether the louse egg morphology can be used as a guide to lice
taxonomy. The microtopography of eggs of thirty phthirapteran species parasitising avian hosts
has been recorded by Scanning Electron Microscopic studies. The nature of microphyles and
polar thread present on opercular disc, the eggshell architecture and nature of apophyses has been
noted in detail. The structure of egg stigma has also been recorded in case of selected species.
Studies indicate that markings present on the egg cases of avian lice can be used to resolve not
only intergeneric but also sometimes interspecies differences



